designed to detect Giardia intestinalis, Cryptosporidium species, Dientamoeba fragilis and Entamoeba histolytica, four human gastrointestinal protozoan pathogens 3 . Blastocystis was not included as a target in this multiplex assay, as the primers do not differentiate the 17 different subtypes now known 4 , many being of animal origin and most of doubtful clinical significance.
Since the commencement of testing by PCR, the rates of detection have improved when compared with results obtained based on the previous protocol that included microscopy and Giardia/ Cryptosporidium antigen testing (Table 1) . Comparison over a three month period showed that the range of common parasites detected in the population remains similar with D. fragilis accounting for the majority of the additional parasites detected (Figure 1 ). The reduction of Cryptosporidium cases from 18 (0.8%) to 4 (0.4%) was not statistically significant and is thought to relate to seasonal variation in prevalence. The additional E. histolytica cases were detected from microscopy-positive specimens referred from other laboratories. In addition, the assay was positive for 
Discussion
The advent of PCR has definitely become a 'boon' for our laboratory in providing a rapid, less labour-intensive method for detecting the three pathogenic protozoa G. intestinalis, Cryptosporidium species and E. histolytica. PCR can detect low numbers easily missed by microscopy and also can differentiate pathogenic E. histolytica from morphologically similar, non-pathogenic Enta-moeba dispar/ Lab Report Summary of current faecal protozoa molecular testing:
* Very good at detecting low numbers of known protozoan parasites such as E. histolytica, Cryptosporidium species and Giardia intestinalis * Useful for discriminating between invasive E. histolytica and non-pathogenic Entamoeba species * Detects protozoa with doubtful pathogenicity such as D. fragilis at a higher rate when compared to microscopy, leading to confusion, anxiety and unnecessary treatment * Cannot differentiate animal subtypes of Blastocystis (non-pathogenic) from human subtypes (of debatable pathogenicity)
